
1 MINUTES

2 ROCKWALL CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

3 Monday, July 15, 2019 - 4: 00 PM

4 City Hall Council Chambers - 385 S. Goliad St., Rockwall, TX 75087

5

6 I. CALL PUBLIC MEETING TO ORDER

7 Mayor Pro Tem Dana Macalik called the public meeting to order at 4: 00 p. m. Present were Mayor Pro

8 Tem Macalik and Council Members Patrick Trowbridge, John Hohenshelt, Kevin Fowler and Bennie

9 Daniels. Also present were City Manager Rick Crowley, Assistant City Managers Joey Boyd and Mary

10 Smith and City Attorney Frank Garza. Mayor Jim Pruitt was absent from the entire meeting. 

11 Councilmember Trace Johannesen joined the meeting at 6: 00 p. m. 

12 II. WORK SESSION

13 1. Hold a work session to discuss planning and zoning related bills approved with the 86th

14 Legislature. 

15 City Manager Rick Crowley provided very brief, introductory comments and then called upon Planning
16 Director Ryan Miller who briefed the Council on notable planning -related laws, which will take effect
17 starting Sept. 1, 2019. This included HB 347 ( related to annexation); HB 2439 ( related to building
18 materials and methods); and HB 3167 ( related to development applications). Lengthy discussion took
19 place related to these new bills. Council took no action as a result of this work session. 

20

21 2. Hold a work session to discuss changes to Article XI, Fences, of Chapter 10, Building and

22 Building Regulations, of the Municipal Code of Ordinances and the Unified Development Code

23 ( UDC). 

24 Mr. Miller explained that he and Jeffrey Widmer, the city' s Building Official, have discussed this, and
25 they feel the Unified Development Code ( UDC) is the best place for placement of fence regulations, 
26 since they are an aesthetic issue. In addition, this would allow the process for front yard fences to be
27 taken up by the Planning & Zoning Commission with the Council only stepping in if an appeal were
28 requested. Mr. Crowley shared that if the regulations are placed in the UDC, any subsequent
29 amendment to fence regulations would have to go through a zoning process. 
30

31 Mayor Pro Tem Macalik then read the below listed discussion items into the record before recessing
32 the public meeting to go into Executive Session at 4:35 p. m. She also read into the record the wording
33 for Action Item # 2, indicating that it will also be discussed in Executive Session under 551. 071
34 ( consultation with attorney). 

35

36 III. EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

37 THE CITY OF ROCKWALL CITY COUNCIL WILL RECESS INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS THE

38 FOLLOWING MATTERS AS AUTHORIZED BY CHAPTER 551 OF THE TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE: 
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39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

1. Discussion regarding appointments to city regulatory boards, commissions, and committees - 
specifically the Planning & Zoning Commission, Animal Advisory Board, and Board of
Adjustments - pursuant to Section 551. 074 ( Personnel Matters) 

2. Discussion regarding a personnel matter, pursuant to Section § 551. 071 ( Consultation with

Attorney) 

3. Discussion regarding Breezy Hill Road pursuant to § Section 551. 071 ( Consultation with

Attorney) 
4. Discussion regarding the appeal to the Public Utility Commission filed by the cities of Garland, 

Mesquite, Plano and Richardson against the North Texas Municipal Water District ( NTMWD) 

regarding water rates pursuant to Section § 551. 071 ( Consultation with Attorney) 

IV. ADJOURN EXECUTIVE SESSION

Council adjourned from Executive Session at 5: 47 p. m. 

53 V. RECONVENE PUBLIC MEETING ( 6: 00 P. M.) 

54 Mayor Pro Tem Macalik called the meeting back to order at 6: 00 p. m. with 6 of the 7 council members

55 being present ( Pruitt absent). 

56 VI. TAKE ANY ACTION AS A RESULT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

57 Council took no action as a result of Executive Session. 

58 VII. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — COUNCILMEMBER FOWLER

59 Councilmember Fowler delivered the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

60 VIII. OPEN FORUM

61 Mayor Pro Tem Macalik explained how Open Forum is conducted and opened it up for public comment. 

62 Russell Phelps

63 214 Alta Vista

64 Rockwall, TX 75087

65

66 Mr. Phelps explained that the field behind his house, which is located behind the Walmart store, 

67 consistently has very high grass. He would appreciate Walmart taking care of this, as they committed

68 to do when the store first opened. 

69 David Wrightson

70 5803 Yacht Club Drive

71 Rockwall, TX 75032

72

73 Mr. Wrightson came forth and shared that he would like to speak about the mosque. He expressed

74 concern about the traffic, and the pre -dawn ' request for prayer,' which is typically announced over a
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75 loud speaker. He is also concerned about any potential school that might be associated with this
76 mosque, as schools of this nature are not inclusionary and they do not accept other religions. 
77

78 Janice Morchower

79 144 Westwood

80 Rockwall, TX 75032

81

82 Ms. Morchower expressed concerns that developers and individuals continually come to ask for

83 exceptions and variances from the Council. She is confused about why the Council continues to allow
84 individuals to be granted exceptions to things like the city' s Unified Development Code, zoning
85 regulations, etc. over and over again. 

86

87 Mayor Pro Tem Macalik asked if anyone else would like to come forth and speak at this time. 

88

89 Judith Matherne

90 1115 Signal Ridge Place

91 Rockwall, TX

92

93 Ms. Matherne came forth and expressed support for acceptance of the mosque. She understands the

94 previous speaker' s concerns about variances; however, she acknowledged an understanding that
95 flexibility is important too, especially as a city grows. She shared that she has an understanding that
96 traffic will not be a great issue or concern, and — if it is — she is certain our police chief will handle said

97 concerns like they do at (for example) for Lakepointe Church on Sundays. 
98

99 Bob Wacker

100 309 Featherstone

101 Rockwall, TX

102

103 Mr. Wacker shared that he serves on the Architectural Review Board ( ARB), and the ARB felt that a

104 pitched roof should not have to be required for the mosque. He also thanked staff and the city for all
105 its hard work, especially on the various public events it hosts. 
106

107 Akhtar Usman

108 713 Cornell Drive

109 Rockwall, TX

110

111 Mr. Usman came forth and shared that he is generally in support of the mosque. The traffic, he

112 explained, will not be concerning. The one month when the worshippers fast, traffic may increase; 
113 however, it will be around 10PM at night. Also, Fridays from about 1- 2 p. m. may have traffic. 
114

115 There being no one else wishing to come forth and speak, Mayor Pro Tem Macalik then closed Open
116 Forum. 

117

118 IX. CONSENT AGENDA

119 1. Consider approval of the minutes from the July 1, 2019 regular city council meeting, and take

120 any action necessary. 
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