
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD (HPAB) AGENDA: NOVEMBER 21, 2024 

AGENDA   
 

(I) CALL TO ORDER  
 

(II) OPEN FORUM 
 

This is a time for anyone to address the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) on any topic that is not already listed on the 
agenda for a public hearing.  Per the policies of the City of Rockwall, public comments are limited to three (3) minutes out of respect for 
the time of other citizens.  On topics raised during the OPEN FORUM, please know that the Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
(HPAB) is not permitted to respond to your comments during the meeting per the Texas Open Meetings Act. 
 

(III) CONSENT AGENDA  
 

These agenda items are administrative in nature or include cases that meet all of the technical requirements stipulated by the Unified 
Development Code (UDC) and Chapter 38, Subdivisions, of the Municipal Code of Ordinances, and do not involve discretionary 
approvals.  
 
(1) Approval of Minutes for the September 19, 2024 Historic Preservation Advisory (HPAB) meeting.  

 
(IV) PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 

 

This is a time for anyone to speak concerning their issues with a public hearing case.  If you would like to speak regarding an item 
listed in this section, please submit a Request to Address the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) (i.e. the yellow forms 
available at the podium or from staff).  The Historic Preservation Advisory Board Chairman will call upon you to come forward at the 
proper time or will ask if anyone in the audience would like to speak.  Please limit all comments to three (3) minutes out of respect for 
the time of other citizens. 

 
(2) H2024-025 (HENRY LEE)  

Hold a public hearing to discuss and consider a request by Annette Lall on behalf of HIS Covenant Children, Inc. for the approval 
of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for exterior alterations for a Landmark Property being a 0.689-acre tract of land 
identified as a portion of Lots A & B, Block 2, Griffith Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas, zoned Downtown (DT) 
District, addressed as 303 E. Rusk Street, and take any action necessary. 

 
(V) DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

These items are for discussion between staff and the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) and relate to administrative 
information and/or cases that will come forward for action or public hearing at a future Historic Preservation Advisory Board meeting.  
Public comment on these cases can take place when these items are considered for action by the Historic Preservation Advisory 
Board. 

 
(3) Update from Historic Preservation Officer (HPO) regarding historic projects. (RYAN MILLER) 

 
(VI) ADJOURNMENT  
 

The City of Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) reserves the right to adjourn into executive session at any time to discuss any 
matters listed on the agenda above, as authorized by Texas Local Government Code §55.071 (Consultation with City Attorney) or any 
other exception allowed under Chapter 551 of the Texas Local Government Code. 
 
This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available. Request for accommodations or interpretive services 
must be made 48 hours prior to this meeting.  Please contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 772-6406 for further information. 
 
I, Melanie Zavala, Planning and Zoning Coordinator for the City of Rockwall, Texas, do hereby certify that this Agenda was posted at 
City Hall, in a place readily accessible to the general public at all times, on November 15, 2024 at 5:00 PM, and remained so posted for 
at least 72 continuous hours preceding the scheduled time of said meeting.  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
CITY HALL, 385 SOUTH GOLIAD, ROCKWALL, TEXAS 
NOVEMBER 21, 2024 IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT 6:00 PM 
 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD (HPAB) MINUTES: SEPTEMBER 19, 2024 

MINUTES   
 2 

I.CALL TO ORDER  3 

 4 
Vice-Chairman Haydon Frasier brought the meeting to order at 6:00PM. Board members present were Allison McNeely Steve Gaskin, Ben Lewis, 5 
and Fran Webb. Board members absent were Chairman Tiffany Miller and Sarah Freed. Staff members present were Director of Planning and 6 
Zoning Ryan Miller, Senior Planner Henry Lee, Planner Bethany Ross, Planning Technician Angelica Guevara and Planning Coordinator Melanie 7 
Zavala.  8 
 9 

II.OPEN FORUM 10 
 11 

This is a time for anyone to address the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) on any topic that is not already listed on the agenda for a public hearing.  12 
Per the policies of the City of Rockwall, public comments are limited to three (3) minutes out of respect for the time of other citizens.  On topics raised during 13 
the OPEN FORUM, please know that the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) is not permitted to respond to your comments during the meeting per 14 
the Texas Open Meetings Act. 15 
 16 
Vice-Chairman Frasier explained how the open forum is conducted and asked if anyone who wished to speak to come forward at this time, there 17 
being no one indicating such Chairman Miller closed the open forum.  18 
 19 

III.CONSENT AGENDA  20 
 21 
These agenda items are administrative in nature or include cases that meet all of the technical requirements stipulated by the Unified Development Code 22 
(UDC) and Chapter 38, Subdivisions, of the Municipal Code of Ordinances, and do not involve discretionary approvals.  23 

 24 
1. Approval of Minutes for the August 15, 2024 Historic Preservation Advisory (HPAB) meeting.  25 
 26 
Board member Gaskin made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Board member Lewis seconded the motion which passed by a vote of 5-0.  27 
 28 

IV.PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 29 
 30 

This is a time for anyone to speak concerning their issues with a public hearing case.  If you would like to speak regarding an item listed in this section, please 31 
submit a Request to Address the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) (i.e. the yellow forms available at the podium or from staff).  The Historic 32 
Preservation Advisory Board Chairman will call upon you to come forward at the proper time or will ask if anyone in the audience would like to speak.  Please 33 
limit all comments to three (3) minutes out of respect for the time of other citizens. 34 

 35 
2. H2024-014 (HENRY LEE) 36 

Hold a public hearing to discuss and consider a request by Beau Wimpee on behalf of Joe Wimpee for the approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 37 
for exterior alterations to a Medium Contributing Property being a 0.2300-acre tract of land identified as a portion of Block 42 of the B. F. Boydston Addition, 38 
City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas, zoned Single-Family 7 (SF-7) District, situated within the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) Historic District, addressed as 39 
602 E. Rusk Street, and take any action necessary. 40 
 41 
Senior Planner Henry Lee provided a summary in regard to the applicants request. This case was presented last month, but the board ultimately 42 
voted to table due to applicant’s failure to appear at the meeting. The request is for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to paint the brick on the 43 
home that has not been painted previously. They are also requesting to replace the shutters with a like and kind wood shutter. The applicant had 44 
indicated to staff that they were wanting to paint the house white.  45 
 46 
Vice-Chairman Frasier opened the public hearing and asked if anyone who wished to speak to come forward at this time.  47 
 48 
Joe Wimpee 49 
1800 Dalton Road  50 
Rockwall, TX 75087 51 
 52 
Mr. Wimpee came forward and provided additional details regarding the applicant’s request.  53 
 54 
Board member Webb asked what color they would be using for the shutters.  55 
 56 
Board member Gaskin asked if there were any restrictions regarding the color of the house.  57 
 58 
 Jay Odom  59 
601 N Fannin 60 
Rockwall, TX 75087 61 
 62 
Mr. Odom came forward and expressed that he is in favor of the applicant’s request. 63 
 64 
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Vice-Chairman Frasier asked if anyone else wished to speak to come forward at this time, there being no one indicating such Vice-Chairman 65 
Frasier closed the public hearing and brought the item back for discussion or action.   66 
 67 
Board member Lewis made a motion to approve H2024-014. Board member Gaskin seconded the motion which passed by a vote of 5-0. 68 
 69 

3. H2024-019 (HENRY LEE) 70 
Hold a public hearing to discuss and consider a request by Annette Lall on behalf of HIS Covenant Children, Inc. for the approval of a Certificate of 71 
Appropriateness (COA) for exterior alterations on a Landmark Property being a 0.689-acre tract of land identified as a portion of Lots A & B, Block 2, Griffith 72 
Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas, zoned Downtown (DT) District, addressed as 303 E. Rusk Street, and take any action necessary. 73 
 74 
Senior Planner Henry Lee provided a summary regarding the applicant’s request. The property has had multiple alterations, but it is still designated 75 
as a landmark property and is on the National Historic Registry. There have been cases related to restoration and rehabilitation of this property 76 
dating back to 2005 and more recently they've had full requests since 2021 with concern relating to the restoration alteration of the building 77 
specifically with the stained-glass windows. While several of these cases have been approved and they were given established timelines none of 78 
those timelines were met which is why we've continued to see cases related to this property continuing until today. Most recently the board had 79 
approved the renovations to exterior including to the doors the steps and to the windows. At this time, only the steps have been complete the doors 80 
were not complete, and the windows were not complete, and they were given a one-year time frame to come back to the board. They did comeback 81 
with a new timeline and requested time for financing. Came back a second time to ask for an extension which was ultimately denied and that was in 82 
March of this year and since then due to the property maintenance violations the applicant has been cited for 34 violations. Tonight, the applicant is 83 
returning to the board, and they are requesting COA to remove the 73 windows and replace them with a new final picture window with wood trim 84 
they would like to replace the six doors with a with six wood doors with fiberglass doors and replace and repair the molding on the tower.  85 
 86 

Vice-Chairman Frasier opened the public hearing and asked if anyone who wished to speak to come forward at this time.  87 
 88 

Annetta Lall 89 
102 Fannin Street  90 
Rockwall, TX 75087 91 
 92 
Mrs. Lall came forward and provided additional details regarding the applicant’s request.  93 
 94 
Director of Planning and Zoning Ryan Miller explained that this has been going on since 2012. The property violations have been ongoing and 95 
multiple COAs have been approved without any work being completed. 96 
 97 
Scott Jackson 98 
413 Cattle Barron Drive 99 
Rockwall, TX 75032 100 
 101 
Mr. Jackson came forward and provided additional details regarding the request. 102 
 103 
Alisa Eller 104 
3721 Oakwood Drive 105 
Grapevine, TX 76051 106 
 107 
Mrs. Eller came forward and provided additional details regarding the request.  108 

 109 
James Mayfield  110 
624 Teakwood Drive 111 
Greenville, TX 75402 112 
 113 
Vice-Chairman Frasier asked if anyone else wished to speak to come forward at this time, there being no one indicating such Vice-Chairman Frasier 114 
closed the public hearing and brought the item back for discussion or action.   115 
 116 
Board member McNeely asked if they add new the new windows if they’ll be regular or stained glass.  117 
 118 
Director of Planning and Zoning explained that they still don’t know what materials will be used.   119 

 120 
Board member Frasier made a motion to deny H2024-019 without prejudice. Board member McNeely seconded the motion which was denied without 121 
prejudice by a vote of 5-0. 122 
 123 
 124 

4. H2024-020 (HENRY LEE) 125 
Hold a public hearing to discuss and consider a request by Michael Caffey for the approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for a fence on a Low 126 
Contributing Property being a 0.321-acre parcel of land identified as Lots 9 & 10, Block C, Eppstein Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas, zoned 127 
Single Family 7 (SF-7) District, situated within the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) Historic District, addressed as 311 S. Fannin Street, and take any action 128 
necessary. 129 
 130 
Senior Planner Henry Lee provided a summary regarding the request. The property owners requesting a certificate of appropriateness to essentially 131 
replace the 8-foot wood fence they have now with a new 8-foot wood fence. This must come to the HPAB board since exterior work is being done on 132 
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a historic property that requires a building permit has to receive a certificate of appropriateness before it can receive its permit and go forward 133 
started 134 

 135 
Michael Caffey 136 
311 S. Fannin Street 137 
Rockwall, TX 75087 138 
 139 
Mr. Caffey came forward and provided additional details in regard to the request.  140 
 141 
Vice-Chairman Frasier opened the Public Hearing and asked if anyone who wished to speak to come forward at this time. There being no one 142 
indicating such, Vice-Chairman Frasier closed the public hearing and brought the item back for discussion or action.  143 
 144 
Board member Gaskin made a motion to approve H2024-020. Vice-Chairman Frasier seconded the motion which passed by a vote of 5-0.  145 

 146 
5. H2024-021 (BETHANY ROSS) 147 

Hold a public hearing to discuss and consider a request by Zenon Jimenez on behalf of Clay Shipman for the approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness 148 
(COA) for a Sports Court on a Medium Contributing Property being a 0.4590-acre parcel of land identified as Lot B, Block 5, Farmer & Merchants Addition, City 149 
of Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas, zoned Single Family 7 (SF-7) District, situated within the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) Historic District, addressed as 406 150 
Williams Street, and take any action necessary. 151 
 152 
Planner Bethany Ross provided a brief summary in regards to the applicants request. The applicant has requested a Certificate of Appropriateness 153 
for a sports court. The subject property is classified as a medium contributing property. A Certificate of Appropriateness is required for alterations 154 
of the home. In this case the applicant’s scope of work will require a paving permit. Sports court generally conforms to the UDC. On September 6, 155 
2024 staff mailed out notices to property owners and occupants.  156 
 157 
Clay Shipman 158 
742 Ridge Hallow Road 159 
Rockwall, TX 75032 160 
 161 
Mr. Shipman came forward and provided additional details in regard to the request.  162 
 163 
Director of Planning and Zoning explained that if there is lighting there will be needing a Specific Use Permit.   164 

 165 
Vice-Chairman Frasier opened the Public Hearing and asked if anyone who wished to speak to come forward at this time.  166 
 167 
Carol Crow 168 
504 Williams Street 169 
Rockwall, TX 75087 170 
 171 
Mrs. Crow came forward and expressed her concerns. In regards to the applicants request. 172 

 173 
Vice-Chairman Frasier asked if anyone else who wished to speak to come forward at this time. There being no one indicating such, Vice-Chairman 174 
Frasier closed the public hearing and brought the item back for discussion or action.  175 

 176 
Mr. Shipman came forward and expressed that he will not be using this property for an office.  177 
 178 
Vice-Chairman Frasier made a motion to approve H2024-021. Vice-Chairman Lewis seconded the motion which passed by a vote of 4-1 with board 179 
member McNeely dissenting.  180 
 181 

V. ADJOURNMENT  182 
 183 
Vice-Chairman Frasier adjourned the meeting at 7:01PM 184 
 185 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE HISTORICAL PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD OF THE CITY OF ROCKWALL, TEXAS, THIS THE______DAY 186 
OF____________2024. 187 
  188 
 189 
  _______________________ 190 
TIFFANY MILLER, CHAIRMAN 191 

 192 
 193 
 __________________________________________ 194 

ATTEST: MELANIE ZAVALA, PLANNING COORDINATOR 195 
  196 

 197 
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CITY OF ROCKWALL 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD CASE MEMO 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 

385 S. GOLIAD STREET • ROCKWALL, TX 75087 
PHONE: (972) 771-7745 • EMAIL: PLANNING@ROCKWALL.COM 

 

 

TO: Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
 

DATE: November 21, 2024 
 

APPLICANT: Annette Lall 
 

CASE NUMBER: H2024-025; Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for 303 E. Rusk Street 
 

 

SUMMARY 
 
Hold a public hearing to discuss and consider a request by Annette Lall on behalf of HIS Covenant Children, Inc. for the approval 
of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for exterior alterations for a Landmark Property being a 0.689-acre tract of land 
identified as a portion of Lots A & B, Block 2, Griffith Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas, zoned Downtown (DT) 
District, addressed as 303 E. Rusk Street, and take any action necessary. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The subject property was annexed prior to 1900 based on the October 1900 Sanborn Maps.  According to the Rockwall Central 
Appraisal District (RCAD), existing on the subject property is a 3,980 SF Office Building and a 4,209 SF House of Worship.  The 
House of Worship was constructed in 1913, and -- based on the 1934 Sanborn Maps -- the Office Building was constructed after 
1934. 
 

    
FIGURE 1: 1900 SANBORN MAPS FIGURE 2: 1911 SANBORN MAPS FIGURE 3: 1934 SANBORN MAPS 

 

According to the January 3, 1972 zoning map the subject 
property was zoned General Retail (GR) District.  On August 
21, 2003, the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) 
established the subject property as a Landmark Property.  In 
2005, a representative of the applicant requested a Certificate 
of Appropriateness (COA) [Case No. H2005-010] to 
renovate/restore the exterior of the House of Worship.  
Specifically, the applicant was requesting to remove the 
stained-glass windows and replace them with clear glass 
windows. Ultimately, the Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
(HPAB) denied the request by a vote of 5-1, with board 
member Pittman dissenting.  Following this denial, the 
applicant appealed the HPAB’s decision to the City Council, 
which was denied by a vote of 7-0.  A representative of the 
applicant submitted a subsequent request [Case No. H2005-
011] for a scaled back restoration/rehabilitation project, which 
was reviewed by the Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
(HPAB) at the December 15, 2005 meeting.  At this meeting 

FIGURE 4: OLD METHODIST CHURCH AT 303 E. RUSK STREET 
CIRCA 1913 
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the board approved a motion to grant the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) allowing the proposed restoration/rehabilitation 
of the building with the following conditions of approval: [1] the stained glass be replaced with by the 2008 calendar year, [2] the 
proposed glazing for the windows be opaque, and [3] the applicant return in January 2006 for the approval of the opaque glass 
coatings.  Despite this approval, the case was not brought back to the board in January 2006 and the requested improvements 
were not made.  On September 4, 2007, the City Council approved Ordinance No. 07-34 rezoning the subject property from a 
General Retail (GR) District to a Downtown (DT) District.  The subject property was also placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2007.  
 

No additional Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) cases were submitted until the applicant submitted the case [Case No. 
H2021-005] in November 2021. This was a request to allow: [1] the replacement of the doors, [2] repair to the existing steps, 
and [3] the replacement of the stained-glass windows with clear glass windows to allow the gradual repair of the stained-glass 
windows (no date of completion was provided).  The Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) reviewed this request at their 
November 18, 2021 meeting, and approved a motion to table the case until the February 17, 2022 meeting by a vote of 7-0.  
The purpose of this motion was to allow the applicant time to collect additional bids for the replacement of the stained-glass 
windows.  Prior to the February 17, 2022 meeting, the applicant submitted two (2) bids: [1] $253,200.00 over two (2) years, and 
[2] $844,066.00 over 6½-years.  Based on these bids the applicant amended the request to not repair the stained-glass windows 
and replace them with clear glass windows.  This request was presented to the board on February 17, 2022, and the board 
approved a motion to allow the replacement of the doors and repair to the existing steps, but denial of the request to replace 
the windows. This motion was approved by a vote of 5-0, with board members Miller and McClintock absent. On April 21, 2022 
the applicant returned to the HPAB [Case No. H2022-002] requesting to allow single pane windows to be installed in front of the 
stain-glass windows, and to allow the stain-glass windows to be removed in phases for repair. The applicant indicated that the 
stain-glass windows would be replaced once repaired; however, the HPAB had concerns about how to enforce the replacement 
of the stained-glass windows. Ultimately the HPAB approved a motion to approve the COA by a vote of 4-0, with the following 
condition of approval “(t)he applicant shall be required to provide annual updates to the Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
(HPAB) until the completion of the project. Should the applicant fail to meet the timelines established in this request the board 
shall have the authority to direct the Building Inspections Department to issue a Stop Work Order in accordance with Subsection 
06.03(K) of Article 05, District Development Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC).” 
 

Based on the conditions of approval for Case No. H2022-002, the applicant was to return to the Historic Preservation Advisory 
Board (HPAB) within one (1) year of approval to provide the board with an update on the status of the Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA). During this time period staff had received correspondence from the applicant on June 1, 2022 and July 
14, 2022 that provided updates on the status of the single pane window installments; however, no further correspondence was 
received until after April 21, 2023 (i.e. after the one (1) year deadline had passed). Based on this the applicant failed to return 
to the board as was required by the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA). According to Subsection 06.03 (K), Enforcement, of 
Article 05, District Development Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC), “(i)n the event work is found that is not 
being performed in accordance with the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA), the building inspection department may suspend 
the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA).” In this case, the applicant did not return to the board and the approved scope of work 
had not been addressed. This prompted staff -- in accordance with the condition of approval and Subsection 06.03 (K) of Article 
05, District Development Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC) --, to provide the applicant a notice of violation for 
property maintenance violations on April 24, 2023. Between April 24, 2023 and July 28, 2023, staff wrote seven (7) citations 
related to property maintenance violations on the subject property. This prompted the applicant to submit for a new Certificate 
of Appropriateness (COA) case on July 28, 2023 in order to establish a new timeline.   
 

This case [Case No. H2023-011] was ultimately approved by the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB), with the condition 
that the “…applicant shall be required to provide bi-annual (i.e. every six [6] months) updates to the Historic Preservation 
Advisory Board (HPAB) until the completion of the project.” In accordance with this requirement, the applicant returned to the 
HPAB on March 21, 2024 [Case No. H2024-003] to request an extension. This request was denied by the HPAB by a vote of 5-
0, with Board Members Litton and Lewis absent. Based on this action, staff continued enforcement action, and between March 
21, 2024 to August 5, 2024 staff has written 34 citations related to property maintenance violations on the subject property. This 
prompted the applicant to submit for a new Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) case on August 8, 2024 in order to make a 
new request. On September 19, 2024, the Historic Preservation Advisory Board denied the COA request without prejudice. 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for the purpose of permitting the repair and 
replacement of windows, trim, and doors on the subject property.  
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ADJACENT LAND USES AND ACCESS 
 
The subject property is located at 303 E. Rusk Street.  The land uses adjacent to the subject property are as follows: 

 
North: Directly north of the subject property is E. Kaufman Street, which is identified as a R2 (i.e. residential, two [2] lane, 

undivided roadway) on the City’s Master Thoroughfare Plan contained in the OURHometown Vision 2040 
Comprehensive Plan. Beyond this are four (4) parcels of land, three (3) developed with commercial land uses (202, 
204, & 206 N. Fannin Street) and one (1) developed with a single-family home (305 E. Kaufman Street).  All of 
these properties are zoned Downtown (DT) District. Beyond this is a public trail that provides access to Lofland 
Park. 

 
South: Directly south of the subject property is E. Rusk Street, which is identified as a TXDOT4D (i.e. Texas Department 

of Transportation, four [4] lane, divided roadway) on the City’s Master Thoroughfare Plan contained in the 
OURHometown Vision 2040 Comprehensive Plan. Beyond this are three (3) parcels of land, one (1) developed with 
a restaurant (101 N. Fannin Street), one (1) developed with a house of worship (306 E. Rusk Street), and one (1) 
vacant parcel. All of the properties are zoned Downtown (DT) District. Beyond this is E. Washington Street, which 
is identified as a TXDOT4D (i.e. Texas Department of Transportation, four [4] lane, divided roadway) on the City’s 
Master Thoroughfare Plan contained in the OURHometown Vision 2040 Comprehensive Plan 

 
East: Directly east of the subject property is 305 E. Rusk Street, which is a 0.45-acre parcel of land with a ~2,203 SF 

child development center. Beyond this is N. San Augustine Street, which is identified as a R2 (i.e. residential, two 
[2] lane, undivided roadway) on the City’s Master Thoroughfare Plan contained in the OURHometown Vision 2040 
Comprehensive Plan. Beyond this is 401 E. Rusk Street, which is a 0.3444-acre parcel of land developed with a 
single-family home that is zoned Single-Family 7 (SF-7) District. Beyond this is 406 E. Kaufman Street, which is a 
0.574-acre parcel of land developed with a 31,212 SF commercial building that is zoned General Retail (GR) District. 

 
West: Directly west of the subject property is N. Fannin Street, which is identified as a Minor Collector on the City’s Master 

Thoroughfare Plan contained in the OURHometown Vision 2040 Comprehensive Plan. Beyond this are several 
parcels of land developed with commercial buildings that are zoned Downtown (DT) District. Beyond this is N. San 
Jacinto Street, which is indicated as a R2 (i.e. residential, two [2] lane, undivided roadway) on the City’s Master 
Thoroughfare Plan contained in the OURHometown Vision 2040 Comprehensive Plan.   

 

 
FIGURE 5: LOCATION MAP 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROJECT 
 
Included with the applicant’s request is a project description, four (4) quotes for the proposed scope of work, and numerous 
photos. According to the provided project description, Ms. Lall is requesting to remove and replace six (6) doors, remove and 
install 73 windows, repair and replace 73 stained-glass windows, and repair molding on the tower. The applicant provided a 
quote for the doors from Home Depot indicating an eight (8) to ten (10) week timeline and a cost of $46,121.54. An additional 
quote from Home Depot was provided for the window replacement. The quote indicates the windows will be replaced over an 
eight (8) to ten (10) week timeline and a cost of $102,907.60. For the stained-glass windows, the applicant provided a quote 
from Artco Leaded Glass indicating a five (5) phase 24-month timeline from June 2025 to June 2027, and a cost of $259,400.00. 
Lastly, the applicant provided a quote for the molding for $1,500.00 - $4,000.00, but no specific timeline is provided. This equates 
to a total project cost of $412,429.14. 
 
CONFORMANCE TO THE HISTORIC DISTRICT GUIDELINES & CITY’S CODES 
 
According to Section 06, Certificate of Appropriateness (COA), of Article 11, Development Applications and Review Procedures, 
of the Unified Development Code (UDC), “(a)ny person carrying out any work that requires a building permit for exterior 
alteration, restoration, reconstruction, new construction, moving or demolition of a property within a historic district that is visible 
must first obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) from the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB).” Also, according 
to Subsection 06.03(F), Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for Alteration or New Construction, of Article 05, District 
Development Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC), an example of a situation that requires a COA includes 
“(a)lterations to the façade, including additions and removals that will be visible from a public street.” In this case the applicant 
is proposing to [1] install 73 windows, [2] repair the 73 stained-glass windows, [3] replace six (6) doors, and [4] repair the molding 
on the exterior of the building. Based on this scope of work, the applicant is required to request a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) from the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB)  
 
In reviewing the applicant’s request against Appendix D, Historic Preservation Guidelines, of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC) the following guidelines apply: 
 
(1) Item 1: New Windows. According to Section 07(C)(7), of Appendix D, Historic Preservation Guidelines, of the Unified 

Development Code (UDC), “(t)he overall relationship of the size, width, height and number of doors and windows on the 
exterior building facades should be typical of the style and period of the structure. These elements should be proportionally 
balanced, sized and located in a manner typical of the style and period of the structure and compatible with neighboring 
historic buildings.” In this case, the applicant is requesting to remove the remaining original stained-glass windows and 
wood frames and moldings, and replace them with new vinyl, plain glass windows.  Covering each window will be a vinyl 
picture insert/sticker decal simulating a stain glass window. The proposed change from stained-glass framed with wood 
frames and moldings to vinyl picture window with a stain glass decal would represent a significant change to the exterior of 
the building that is not typical of the style and period of the structure. Based on this, the HPAB will need to determine if what 
the applicant is proposing will damage the historic nature of the property. 

 
(2) Item 2: Repairing Stained-Glass Windows. Based on the applicant’s quote from Artco Leaded Glass, the stained-glass 

windows will be repaired in five (5) phases, being each side of the building and the tower. That being said, the Historic 
Preservations Advisory Board (HPAB) or staff do not have a mechanism to require the stained-glass windows be replaced 
once removed. If removed, the change would not be typical of the style and period of the structure, and the HPAB will need 
to determine if what the applicant is proposing will damage the historic nature of the property. 

 
(3) Item 3: Replacing Doors. According to Section 07(C)(7), of Appendix D, Historic Preservation Guidelines, of the Unified 

Development Code (UDC), “(t)he overall relationship of the size, width, height and number of doors and windows on the 
exterior building facades should be typical of the style and period of the structure.” In this case, the applicant is requesting 
to replace six (6) doors that are not original to the building, and exhibit physical wear and water damage. Based on the time 
period in which the main sanctuary was constructed (i.e. 1913) the original doors for the church would have been of wood 
construction.  In addition, the image in Figure 4 depicts a windowed door that most likely incorporated stained glass 
matching the windows of the main sanctuary.  The door being proposed by the applicant, is a large paneled, contemporary 
door that appears to be similar to either Craftsman or Mid-Century Modern architecture.  Both of these styles would not be 
characteristic of the time period or architectural style (i.e. Spanish Revival or Mission) of the main structure.  In addition, 
the proposed door is of fiberglass construction, which would not be characteristic of the materials that would have been 
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used for the construction of this structure.  Based on this, the HPAB will need to determine if what the applicant is proposing 
will damage the historic nature of the property. 

 
(4) Item 4: New Tower Molding. According to Section 07(C)(6), of Appendix D, Historic Preservation Guidelines, of the Unified 

Development Code (UDC), “(m)aterials, structural and decorative elements and the manner in which they are used, applied 
or joined together should be typical of the style and period of the existing structure.” In this case, the applicant is proposing 
to repair and replace missing and damaged molding on the building’s tower. Based on the provided quote, the new molding 
would more than likely be GFRC (i.e. Glass Fiber Reinforced Concrete). This material is not typical of the time period of the 
main structure; however, does have a similar look as the existing moldings. In addition, the quote indicates the material will 
be painted to match the existing moldings. The HPAB will need to determine if what the applicant is proposing will damage 
the historic nature of the property. 

 
Staff should note that this request is similar to the three (3) previous requests [Case No. H2005-010, Case No. H2005-011, & 
Case No. H2021-005] the applicant made to the Historic Preservations Advisory Board (HPAB). In the Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) requested under Case No. H2005-010 the applicant requested to replace the stained-glass windows 
with clear glass, which was denied by the HPAB, then appealed to City Council who also denied the request. In the Certificate 
of Appropriateness (COA) requested under Case No. H2005-011 the applicant requested to install opaque windows and reinstall 
the stained-glass windows within three (3) years. This request was ultimately approved, but the work was never 
started/completed. In the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for Case No. H2021-005, the applicant requested to replace the 
stained-glass windows with clear glass and did not provide a timeline for the reinstallation of the stained-glass windows.  This 
case was denied by the HPAB. 
 
In addition to the Preservation Guidelines of the Unified Development Code (UDC), and as a Certified Local Government (CLG), 
the City of Rockwall has a responsibility to ensure that any proposed changes to properties listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places are reviewed against the Texas Historical Commission’s guidelines, the National Park Service’s protocols, and 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.  When reviewing the applicant’s request compared to the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, the request appears to be in conflict with two (2) standards: 
 
(1) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of distinctive materials or alteration of 

features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided. 
 

(2) Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced.  Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement 
of a distinctive feature, new feature will match the old in design, color, texture and, where possible, materials.  Replacement 
of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence. 

 
As previously stated, the applicant is proposing to change elements of the main structure that are not similar in materials (i.e. 
fiber glass doors, vinyl windows with stain-glass decals, etc.) or architectural styles (i.e. Mid-Century Modern/Craftsman Doors) 
as the existing structure.  Based on the non-conformance of the applicant’s request with the City’s Unified Development Code 
(UDC) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, and in conformance with the Texas Historical Commission 
and the National Park Service’s protocols, the Director of Planning and Zoning has an obligation to recommend denial of the 
applicant’s request.  
 
NOTIFICATIONS  
 
On September 6, 2024, staff mailed 57 property owner notifications to property owners and occupants within 200-feet of the 
subject property. At the time this report was drafted, staff had not received any notices returned regarding the applicant’s request. 
 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
 
If the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) chooses to approve the request for a Certificate of Occupancy (COA), staff 
would propose the following conditions of approval: 
 
(1) This Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) will expire three (3) months after the approval date of this case (i.e. December 

19, 2024); however, the applicant can request an extension of this time period from the Historic Preservation Advisory 
Board (HPAB) by requesting an appointment with the board prior to the expiration date. 
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(2) Any construction resulting from the approval of this request shall conform to the requirements set forth by the Unified 

Development Code (UDC), the International Building Code (IBC), the Rockwall Municipal Code of Ordinances, city adopted 
engineering and fire codes and with all other applicable regulatory requirements administered and/or enforced by the state 
and federal government. 
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ROCKWALL, TX 75087 
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DALLAS, TX 75227 
 

 

ROCKWALL LIONS CLUB 
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PO BOX 663  
ROCKWALL, TX 75087 
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ROCKWALL, TX 75087 
 

     



PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

 

CITY OF ROCKWALL ● PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT ● 385 S. GOLIAD STREET ● ROCKWALL, TEXAS 75087 ● P: (972) 771 -7745 ● E: PLANNING@ROCKWALL.COM 

CITY OF ROCKWALL                                         
PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 
PHONE: (972) 771-7745 
EMAIL: PLANNING@ROCKWALL.COM 

 

 
Property Owner and/or Resident of the City of Rockwall: 
 
You are hereby notified that the Historic Preservation Advisory Board will consider the following application: 
 
Case No. H2024-025: Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for 303 E. Rusk Street   
 
Hold a public hearing to discuss and consider a request by Annette Lall on behalf of HIS Covenant Children, Inc. for the approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) for exterior alterations for a Landmark Property being a 0.689-acre tract of land identified as a portion of Lots A & B, Block 2, Griffith Addition, City of Rockwall, 
Rockwall County, Texas, zoned Downtown (DT) District, addressed as 303 E. Rusk Street, and take any action necessary. 
 
For the purpose of considering the effects of such a request, the Historic Preservation Advisory Board will hold a public hearing on Thursday, November 21, 2024 at 
6:00 PM. This hearing will be held in the City Council Chambers at City Hall, 385 S. Goliad Street. 
 
As an interested property owner, you are invited to attend these meetings.  If you prefer to express your thoughts in writing please return the form to: 
 

Henry Lee 
Rockwall Planning and Zoning Dept. 

385 S. Goliad Street 
Rockwall, TX 75087 

 
You may also email your comments to the Planning Department at planning@rockwall.com.  If you choose to email the Planning Department please include your 
name and address for identification purposes.   
 
Your comments must be received by Thursday, November 21, 2024 at 4:00 PM to ensure they are included in the information provided to the Historic Preservation 
Advisory Board.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ryan Miller, AICP 
Director of Planning & Zoning 
 
 

 
PLEASE RETURN THE BELOW FORM 

 
Case No. H2024-025: Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for 303 E. Rusk Street   
 
Please place a check mark on the appropriate line below:  
 

 I am in favor of the request for the reasons listed below.         
 

 I am opposed to the request for the reasons listed below. 
 

 

 

 

 

Name:  

Address:  

 

Tex. Loc. Gov. Code, Sec. 211.006 (d) If a proposed change to a regulation or boundary is protested in accordance with this subsection, the proposed change must receive, in 
order to take effect, the affirmative vote of at least three-fourths of all members of the governing body.  The protest must be written and signed by the owners of at least 20 
percent of either: (1) the area of the lots or land covered by the proposed change; or (2) the area of the lots or land immediately adjoining the area covered by the proposed 
change and extending 200 feet from that area. 

 
PLEASE SEE LOCATION MAP OF SUBJECT PROPERTY ON THE BACK OF THIS NOTICE 

mailto:planning@rockwall.com
























































































(Ocl. 1990) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

REGISTRATION FORM 

1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

HISTORIC NAME: First Methodist Church of Rockwall 
OTHER NAME/SITE NUMBER: First United Methodist Church of Rockwall 

2. LOCATION 

STREET & NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE: Texas CODE: TX 

303 E. Rusk 
Rockwall 
COUNTY: Rockwall 

NOT FOR PUBLICATION: N/A 

VICINITY: N/A 

CODE: 397 ZIP CODE: 75087 

3. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this (jc_nomination) ( request for 
determination of eligibility) meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the 
procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property ( x_meets) ( _ does not meet) the National Register 
criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant ( _ nationally) ( _ statewide) ( _x_ locally). ( See continuation sheet for 
additional comments>i 

Signature of certify ing ofTicial 

State Historic Preservation Officer. Texas Historical Commission 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
_ See continuation sheet, 

determined eligible for the National Register 
_ See continuation sheet 

determined not eligible for the National Register 

removed from the National Register 

Date of Action 

other (explain): 
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5. CLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY: Private 

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY: Building 

NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY: CONTRIBUTING 

1 
0 
0 
0 

NONCONTRIBUTING 

0 BUILDINGS 

0 SITES 

0 STRUCTURES 

0 OBJECTS 

0 TOTAL 

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER: 0 

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: N/A 

6. FUNCTION OR USE 

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: RELIGION/Religious Facility=Church 

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: WORK IN PROGRESS: religious services, office space 

7. DESCRIPTION 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals: Mission Revival 

MATERIALS: FOUNDATION STONE 
WALLS BRICK, STONE 
ROOF ASPHALT, METAL/steel 
OTHER 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (see continuation sheets 7-5 through 7-6). 
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Narrative Description 
Architect George Lindsey designed the First Methodist Church of Rockwall building in the Mission Revival style, and 
today the building, part of Rockwall's historic downtown, remains an excellent example of that style. It also reflects 
trends in American church design, with its original sanctuary configuration most likely an adaptation of the Akron Plan. 
The building is nominated at the local level of significance under Criterion C in the area of architecture. It also meets 
Criteria Consideration A (religious properties); it is primarily significant for its architecture. 

Introduction 
From its completion in 1913, Rockwall's First Methodist Church building has helped to define the community's 
downtown. Located one block east of the county's courthouse square, the brick and stone Mission Revival sanctuary is 
unique to the city in its architectural style. The brick construction is compatible with downtown's historic commercial 
buildings, which line Rusk Street across from the Art Deco courthouse and continue east toward the church site, located at 
303 E. Rusk. The Methodist congregation moved to new facilities outside of downtown Rockwall in the 1980s, and their 
former building sat vacant for many years. Recent restoration efforts and fundraising have helped stabilize the building, 
and plans for its preservation continue to develop. 

Exterior 
Although the building's main entrance is on the southwest comer, the south elevation, facing Rusk, is the primary fa9ade. 
With two towers flanking a recessed central bay, the fa9ade is symmetrical. Each tower's ground floor is accessed by five 
steps that lead to a double-door entry capped with a round, Roman arched window. Surrounding each window are three 
orders of brick voussoirs and an outer order of dressed stone voussoirs. The arches spring from stone voussoirs that 
feature small projecting circular elements. The keystone at each arch's crown features a decorative lion's head; these are 
not original to the structure. A fourth order of stone surrounds the three orders of brick. The original opalescent glass 
windows range in color from cream to brown in a variety of pattems. Many windows today are boarded up as the property 
owner works to stabilize and rehabilitate the building. Above each doorway, a rectilinear block of stone matches the width 
of the doorway. These panels originally included carved stone or terra cotta omament, but today the panels are flat. Above 
the panels are pairs of one-over-one stained glass windows with stone sills. A string course encircling each tower is 
accented by a single keystone over the square top windows. Above the string course are brackets supporting a projecting 
comice. The frieze below the comice features a band of dentils below a band of egg and dart moulding. A crenellated 
parapet rises above the comice line, and the towers are topped with low-pitch pyramidal roofs. 

In contrast to the boxy nature of the towers' crenellated parapets and linear comices, the central bays on both the south 
and west fa9ades are primarily curvilinear, with a mission-style parapet comprised of a central round arch flanked by right 
angles and then a longer shallow curve ending in scrolls. Symmetrically placed below the parapet is a triptych of 
windows, two shorter square windows flanking a taller, rectangular window, all sharing the same stone sill. Outlining the 
window tops and echoing the string course on the towers, a flourish of brick corbelling is accented by a keystone centered 
above the center window and below the parapet's round arch. Below the line of the windows, the building's hipped roof 
cuts into the mission-style bay. The comice here matches that of the towers, minus the brackets. At the same height as the 
comice moulding, a keystone centered over a large round arched window accents the brick and stone courses springing 
from stone voussoirs with simple circle decoration matching those on the south facade. Two smaller round arched 
windows flank the central window. They share the same detailing. Again, keystones feature decorative elements that are 
not original. 
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To the left of the west fa9ade's central bay, a second entry matches the comer tower's ground floor elements, with five 
steps leading to a double door. The door was once capped with a semi-circular window beneath the round arch detailing, 
but today the window is boarded up. Just above the keystone, the comice molding leads the eye from the wall to a small 
clipped gable roof which is tucked in under the eaves of the higher comice line of the two-story space at the two 
northemmost bays of the west elevation. Each fioor of the two-bay, two-story part of the facade features two rectangular 
stained glass windows with zigzag corbelling that ties the windows together. Keystones are centered above the windows, 
which are single light and double-hung. This end of the building has a hipped roof and the window design continues to 
the back, or north, fa9ade, which features five bays and similar zigzag corbelling. The eastemmost bay on the ground fioor 
has a covered entry porch with clipped gable roof and square columns. The double doors feature single lights over panels, 
and a transom spans the fiill entry width. 

The former church education wing attaches to the sanctuary building at the northeast comer. The late 1940s constmction 
refiects a sensitivity to the original design with post-war constmction elements. The rear, north elevation is plain by 
comparison, but the centered, covered entry porch with single door and white columns mimics that described above. The 
simple rectangular casement windows feature brick sills and fiat-arch brick lintels. The east and south fa9ades of the two-
story volume, though, have zigzag elements and keystones above the casement windows, which also have brick sills. 
Centered on the south wall is a double-door entry with semi-circular arch above it that features pattemed brickwork and 
stone surround and keystone. The hipped roof of this wing has a standing seam metal roof again complementary to but 
distinct from the singled hipped roof of the other building. 

Interior 
The interior of the sanctuary space is vacant and in various states of repair. Brickwork, rafters, wall framing, and concrete 
fioors remain exposed while restoration proceeds. The original layout of the sanctuary is unknown, but many elements 
indicate it may have been based on the Akron Plan. Onsite investigations, although not complete, point to rolling doors 
that came down to separate classrooms from the larger sanctuary space. 

Floor plans of the former education building show that its interior is largely comprised of offices and former classroom 
space. The former Fellowship Hall occupies the ground fioor southemmost volume of the wing, and the 30' x 45' room 
features an entry on the south wall fianked by two windows, and three windows on each the west and east sides. The north 
side of the space has a bar attaching it to a kitchen space, and a single door on the far west of the north wall. Two sets of 
stairs leading to the second fioor are located in the southem part of the rear volume of the wing. The stairs lead to the 
second fioor offices and larger classroom areas in the wing and in the rear of the sanctuary building. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 

A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROAD 

PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORV. 

_ B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST. 

_X_ C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF 

CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS T H E WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES H I G H ARTISTIC V A L U E , OR 

REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT A N D DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS L A C K I N D I V I D U A L 

DISTINCTION. 

_ D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR HISTORY. 

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: A 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture 

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1913-1950 

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1913, 1950 

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A 

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: George Lindsey, Greenville, TX / Harris & Shuman, Nevada, TX 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (see continuation sheets 8-7 through 8-9). 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES 

BIBLIOGRAPHY (see continuation sheet 9-10). 
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NFS): N/A 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA: 

X State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission) 
_ Other state agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local govemment 
_ University 
_ Other ~ Specify Repository: 
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Statement of Significance 

Rockwall's former First Methodist Church building is nominated at the local level of significance under Criterion C in the 
area of architecture as an excellent example of the Mission Revival style. The building meets Criteria Consideration A 
(religious properties) because the building is primarily significant for its architecture. The building, just one block from 
the county courthouse, is unique in style compared to other local historic buildings. It represents a period in design when 
architects and property owners wanted to connect to their past, and the Mission Revival elements refiect a tie to Texas' 
Spanish Colonial era. The style, appropriate for a religious building and the correlation to early missionaries to the state, 
also demonstrates a 20th-century adaptation of another trend in American church design, the Akron Plan. While the exact 
layout of the original interior is currently unknown, research points to it being an adaptation of the Akron Plan, in which 
the partitions between classroom spaces and the sanctuary could be open to allow for joint education and worship times. 
The building shows an evolution in church design and a respect for earlier American styles. 

Congregational History 
Settlers established the community of Rockwall in 1853.' Three years later, area residents officially organized a 
congregation of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, with some of Rockwall's most prominent pioneer families as 
charter members. John O. Heath, the namesake of the nearby community of Heath, Hugh and Jane Shaw, whose 
descendents are still active in the Rockwall community, and Celia Tmitt, whose family has long been involved in local 
philanthropic efforts, were all among the initial members.' The group first met in a home and then a school, in 1874, a 
year after the town became county seat, members began constmction of a small wooden church house that would sit just 
on the edge of downtown Rockwall. The wooden building served the congregation until the early 1900s, when the Rev. 
F.F. Wheeler began to discuss the idea of a new building. According to church records. Rev. Wheeler secured 
commitments in the amount of $8,000 but failed to push the project through. 

In 1911, C.W. Dennis became pastor and recognized the need for a new building, and in the fall of that year, through a 
series of open forums, church members decided they would begin a building campaign. The building committee consisted 
of C.J. Walker, J.R. Dumas, H.M. Wade, A.E. Lowe and Charlie Lindsey—each a well-respected business man or farmer. 
By the end of November 1912, with more than S8,000 committed to the new building, the congregation hired George 
Lindsey of Greenville as the architect. Harris & Shuman of Nevada, Texas, received the construction contract. According 
to the February 28, 1913, issue of the Rockwall County Tribune, "The building when finished and fumished will cost 
more than Sl 5,000 and will, with grounds and all, be estimated as an Sl 8,000 plant." 

In 1913, builders completed the sanctuary, a one-and-a-half story Mission Revival structure with a pier and beam 
foundation. Mission architecture was prominent in the United States from approximately 1890 until 1920. Rockwall's 
First Methodist Church remains the only original Mission Revival building in the historic downtown area and one of the 
only remaining examples in all of Rockwall County. Due to the superior workmanship and ongoing rehabilitation and 
preservation efforts, the design of the main building remains evident. 

' Handbook of Texas Online, s.v. "Rockwall," http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/RR/hfr9.html (accessed December 
4, 2006). 
• Roclm'all County History, a publication of the Rockwall County Historical Foundation, Taylor Publishing, 1984, pg. 56 
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With a growing congregation. Rev. H.M. Cowling began plans in 1946 for the addition of an education building. By July 
13, 1947, members had $5,000 committed toward the new structure. The congregation dedicated the addition, which 
adjoins the east side of the original church, on March 26, 1950. 

In the late 1970s, the congregation moved to a new church complex south of the downtown area. Subsequent owners of 
the former church building have worked to maintain its structural integrity and major architectural elements. 

Architect George Lindsey 
George Lindsey was bom in 1870 in the small farming community of Dodd City, Fannin County, Texas. He moved to 
Greenville, Hunt County, Texas, around 1895 and joined the Fifth Regimental Band, one of the leading musical 
organizations in the South at the beginning of the 20th century.'' Lindsey married Susie Mattison in Rockwall on January 
4, 1903, and the couple made their home in Greenville, where Lindsey had an office. Both were active in the community. 
Lindsey was a member of the Lions Club and several fraternal organizations, and was elected alderman for Ward 1 in 
1904. The Lindseys were members of Central Christian Church. 

The earliest known examples of Lindsey's work are the Administration Building and Dormitories of Wesley College, buih 
in Greenville in 1912. The Administration Building included two fioors and a basement. It was buih of locally fired bricks 
covered with a cement wash. When the building bumed in 2001, the walls withstood the heat of the fire and remained 
standing. The basement of the building contained class rooms, a toilet and bath, gymnasium and the heating equipment. 
The indoor plumbing and heating equipment were reportedly some of the first in Greenville.* The first fioor held the 
college president's office, four classrooms, the library, and an auditorium with seating for 500. The second fioor had four 
classrooms, art and music studios, and a faculty lounge. Each of the two dormitories had sixty-five rooms. All were 
outside rooms with private baths and closets, again an innovation in dormitory rooms for that time period and examples of 
fire safety. Both dormitories were designed to be expanded if needed. 

In 1913, George Lindsey designed offices for the city of Greenville at a cost of $10,000. The pressed brick facades, 
trimmed in stone with marble base, were similar to many of the buildings George Lindsey designed. He also designed 13 
buildings on the east side of Greenville near a former wagon yard. The buildings were used for retail and still exist. His 
most impressive building of the time was the hospital for Dr. Joe Becton in Greenville. It featured a wraparound porch on 
the front with wide stone steps leading onto the porch and a porte-cochere.̂  At that same time, Lindsey designed the 
Rockwall Methodist Episcopal Church. Lindsey varied from his usual style and designed a Mission Revival church as 
developed in the 1890s in California. It contains twin towers commonly found on Methodist churches of that period. The 
3,500-square-foot stmcture had a slate roof Again Lindsey used vitrified brick with stone accents on the many windows.* 

' This biographical section largely taken from paper by Carol Taylor, chair of Hunt County Historical Commission and director of the 
Northeast Texas Genealogy Center. 
•* "George Lindsey Dies in Houston: Rites Here Today," Greenville Evening Banner, 17 April 1939, A:l . 
' Greenville Evening Banner, 17 April 1939, A: 1; "State Politics," Dallas Morning News, 18 February 1904, :3. 
* "Plans for Wesley College," Dallas Morning News, 20 January 1912, 10. 
' "New Brick Building," Dallas Morning News, 1 March 1913:17; "To Erect Thirteen Buildings," Dallas Morning News, 19 July 
1913:7; "Caddo Mills Wind Damage, " Dallas Morning News, 4 April 1913:6; "Plans for Greenville Hospital," Dallas Morning News, 
26 April 1913:21. 
' Material received from Vickie Lovett. 
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In 1915, George Lindsey was elected fourth vice-president of the Texas State Association of Architects. Three years later, 
he entered into partnership with Roy Kilmer to form an architectural and constmction engineering firm. The firm of 
Lindsey and Kilmer played an important role in the building boom that fiourished in Northeast Texas during the 1920s. 
They designed Greenville's Kavanaugh Methodist Church, built between 1921 and 1924. The Classical Revival building 
with six large columns and broad stone steps is typical of Lindsey's work. The brown vitrified brick and stone trim are 
evident in other works by the design team. The Kavanaugh Church building features 50 stained glass windows.' Lindsey 
and Kilmer also designed the President's Home at East Texas State Teachers College (1927). It was "an understated 
adaptation of Georgian Revival style elements in dark red brick and white trim with simple classical details.""' In the late 
1920s, Lindsey and Kilmer were associated with the design of the Washington Hotel, the Greenville Exchange Bank, and 
probably other buildings in the area. In 1928, the two designed the Knights of Pythias Lodge in Longview, two new two-
story brick buildings in downtown Sulphur Springs, and a modem new duplex apartment house in Commerce." 

After his wife's death in 1930, Lindsey's work slowed. By 1935 or 1936, he had contracted an illness that left him almost 
bed-ridden, and he moved to Houston to live with his daughter. He died on April 15, 1937 and is buried in Greenville's 
Forest Park Cemetery.'' That year, the State of Texas began issuing license for architects. Lindsey presumably never 
received one, and there is no known documentation of his architectural and engineering training.'^ Many of his design 
projects remain in Greenville and surrounding areas, though, and his work is often considered classic in design and 
substantial in stmcture. 

Mission Revival Style 
The Mission Revival style began in California in the 1890s as a commemorafion of the Spanish Colonial architecture of 
the West Coast. Some equate the movement to the Colonial Revival period of design on the East Coast. Largely due to 
limited constmction materials and experience, and as a response to climate, original mission forms included mostly 
unadorned, plastered walls, fiat- to low-pitch tile roofs, arcades and porches, deep overhangs, and round-arch windows. 
The Mission Revival style spread throughout the American Southwest, with rare examples found throughout the countr}'. 
The Santa Fe and Southem Pacific rail companies adopted the style for their stations and hotels. In Texas, with its well-
known missions in San Antonio and El Paso, the style seemed a natural fit, and numerous homes and public buildings 
were designed in the style, which continues to be imitated today. 

Conclusion 
Today, Rockwall's historic buildings include many examples of Victorian and Prairie-style influenced designs. The 
Mission Revival style exhibited by the former First Methodist Church building is a distinctive building in a prominent 
downtown location. Through continued fundraising and rehabilitation efforts to preserve the building, it will continue to 

' "Kavanaugh Methodist Church, Recorded Texas Historic Landmark application," by Carol Taylor, submitted to Texas Historical 
Commission 1996. 

The President's House, Commerce, Hunt County, Texas (NRHP 2001), by Dr. James Conrad. 
'' "Architects Are Preparing Plan For Lodge Hall," Greenville Evening Banner, 7 March 1928:1. 

Greenville Evening Banner, 17 April 1939, A:l . 
A Field Guide to American Houses, Virginia & Lee McAlester, Alfred A. Knopf, 2003, pp. 408-415 
"Architects to Meet Next at Ga\\eston," Dallas Morning News, 16 October 1915, \9, Greenville Evening Banner, 17 April 1939, 

A: l ; Handbook of Texas Online, s.v. "Texas Society of Architects," 
http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/TT/catgm.html (accessed July 6, 2006). 
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demonstrate a time in the community's history when residents lived, worked, and worshiped downtown, before Rockwall 
became a Dallas suburb inhabited by commuters on the go. The building's design also speaks to a time when historical 
revivals dominated much of the architectural work done in this part of the country, and George Lindsey and Rockwall's 
Methodist congregation chose a revival style befitting to Texas. 

As a rare Rockwall example of Mission Revival design, the building is nominated under Criterion C in the area of 
Architecture. The period of significance begins with the original building's constmction in 1913 and confinues to 1950, 
the date of the addition. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY: 7,753.68 square feet or 0.178 acres 

UTM REFERENCES Zone Easting Northing 
14 737680E 3646287N 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION (see continuation sheet 10-12) 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: Nomination includes all property historically associated with the building 

11. FORM PREPARED BY (with Linda Henderson, Texas Historical Commission staff) 

NAME/TITLE: Dr. Len Lall and Vickie Lovett-Lall/President 

ORGANIZATION: His Covenant Children, Inc. 

STREET & NUMBER: 303 E. Rusk Street 

CITY OR TOWN: Rockwall STATE: TX 

DATE: 20 July 2006 

TELEPHONE: 972/772-0934 

ZIP CODE: 75087 

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

CONTINUATION SHEETS 

MAPS (see continuation sheet Map-13 through Map-15) 

PHOTOGRAPHS (see continuation sheets Photo-16 through Photo-23) 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 

PROPERTY OWNER 

NAME: His Covenant Children, Inc. 

STREET & NUMBER: 303 E. Rusk TELEPHONE: 972/772-0934 

CITY OR TOWN: Rockwall STATE: TX ZIP CODE: 75087 
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Legal Description 

BEING, a ttact of land situated in the B. F. BOYDSTON SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 14, City of Rockwall, Rockwall 
County, Texas, and being part of tracts one and two as recorded in Volume 164, Page 828, Deed Records of Rockwall 
County, Texas, and being more particularly described as follows: 

BEGINNING, at the point of intersection of the East line of Fannin Street with the North line of Rusk Street, a x in 
concrete for comer. 

THENCE, N. 0 deg. 22' 08" W., along the East line of Fannin Street a distance of 98.05 feet to a X in concrete for comer. 

THENCE, N. 89 deg. 50' 25" E., leaving the said East line of Fannin Street a distance of 79.51 feet to a x in concrete for 
comer. 

THENCE, S. 0 deg. 09' 41" W., a distance of 98.27 feet to a point on the North line of Rusk Street a 1/2" iron stake for 
comer; 

THENCE, West along the North line of Rusk Street, a distance of 78.60 feet to the PLACE OF BEGfiWrNG, and 
containing 7,753.68 square feet or 0.178 acres of land. 
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Downtown Rockwall map 
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Rockwall Methodist Church, Southwest Oblique, circa 1913 
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Southwest Oblique 
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Northwest Oblique 
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North elevation, showing addition on left, original structure on right 
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East fa9ade, including SE tower of original structure on left and addition on right 
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South elevation of addition, with original building on left 
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Condition of sanctuary interior in 2006, showing raised area on left and comer tower entry on right. 
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PHOTO LOG 

First Methodist Church of Rockwall 
303 E. Rusk 
Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas 
Photographer: Vickie Lovett-Lall 
July 2006 
Original negatives on file with the Texas Historical Commission 

Photo 1: 
Photo 2: 

Photo 3 
Photo 4 
Photo 5 
Photo 6 

Southeast oblique of sanctuary; camera facing northwest 
Southwest oblique of sanctuary, showing fellowship hall addition to the east in background; 
camera facing northeast 
West elevation; camera facing east 
Northwest oblique; camera facing southeast 
North elevation, with addition on left and original building on right; camera facing south 
Interior of sanctuary; camera facing southeast 
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